
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (1992) 

 

The Parties to this Convention, 

      *** 

 

Affirming that responses to climate change should be coordinated with social and economic 

development in an integrated manner with a view to avoiding adverse impacts on the latter, 

taking into full account the legitimate priority needs of developing countries for the achievement 

of sustained economic growth and the eradication of poverty, 

 

      *** 

 

Determined to protect the climate system for present and future generations, 

 

      *** 

 

Article 2 

OBJECTIVE 

 

The ultimate objective of this Convention and any related legal instruments that the Conference 

of the Parties may adopt is to achieve, in accordance with the relevant provisions of the 

Convention, stabilization of greenhouse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that 

would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system. Such a level 

should be achieved within a time frame sufficient to allow ecosystems to adapt naturally to 

climate change, to ensure that food production is not threatened and to enable economic 

development to proceed in a sustainable manner. 

 

 

Article 3 

PRINCIPLES 

 

*** 

 

In their actions to achieve the objective of the Convention and to implement its provisions, the 

Parties shall be guided, inter alia, by the following: 

 

1. The Parties should protect the climate system for the benefit of present and future generations 

of humankind, on the basis of equity and in accordance with their common but differentiated 

responsibilities and respective capabilities. Accordingly, the developed country Parties should 

take the lead in combating climate change and the adverse effects thereof. 

 

      *** 

 



3. The Parties should take precautionary measures to anticipate, prevent or minimize the causes 

of climate change and mitigate its adverse effects. Where there are threats of serious or 

irreversible damage, lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing 

such measures, taking into account that policies and measures to deal with climate change should 

be cost-effective so as to ensure global benefits at the lowest possible cost. To achieve this, such 

policies and measures should take into account different socio-economic contexts, be 

comprehensive, cover all relevant sources, sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases and 

adaptation, and comprise all economic sectors. Efforts to address climate change may be carried 

out cooperatively by interested Parties. 

 

The Parties have a right to, and should, promote sustainable development. Policies and measures 

to protect the climate system against human-induced change should be appropriate for the 

specific conditions of each Party and should be integrated with national development 

programmes, taking into account that economic development is essential for adopting measures 

to address climate change. 

 

Article 4 

COMMITMENTS 

 

1. All Parties, taking into account their common but differentiated responsibilities and their 

specific national and regional development priorities, objectives and circumstances, shall: 

 

      *** 

 

(b) Formulate, implement, publish and regularly update national and, where appropriate, regional 

programmes containing measures to mitigate climate change by addressing anthropogenic 

emissions by sources and removals by sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the 

Montreal Protocol . . . 

 

(d) Promote sustainable management, and promote and cooperate in the conservation and 

enhancement, as appropriate, of sinks and reservoirs of all greenhouse gases not controlled by 

the Montreal Protocol, including biomass, forests and oceans as well as other terrestrial, coastal 

and marine ecosystems; 

 

      *** 

 

(f) Take climate change considerations into account, to the extent feasible, in their relevant 

social, economic and environmental policies and actions, and employ appropriate methods, for 

example impact assessments, formulated and determined nationally, with a view to minimizing 

adverse effects on the economy, on public health and on the quality of the environment, of 

projects or measures undertaken by them to mitigate or adapt to climate change; 

 

(g) Promote and cooperate in scientific, technological, technical, socio-economic and other 

research, systematic observation and development of data archives related to the climate system 

and intended to further the understanding and to reduce or eliminate the remaining uncertainties 



regarding the causes, effects, magnitude and timing of climate change and the economic and 

social consequences of various response strategies; 

 

      *** 

 

2. The developed country Parties and other Parties included in Annex I commit themselves 

specifically as provided for in the following: 

 

(a) Each of these Parties shall adopt national1 policies and take corresponding measures on the 

mitigation of climate change, by limiting its anthropogenic emissions of greenhouse gases and 

protecting and enhancing its greenhouse gas sinks and reservoirs . . . 

 

      *** 

 

Article 9 

SUBSIDIARY BODY FOR SCIENTIFIC AND 

TECHNOLOGICAL ADVICE 

 

1. A subsidiary body for scientific and technological advice is hereby established to provide the 

Conference of the Parties and, as appropriate, its other subsidiary bodies with timely information 

and advice on scientific and technological matters relating to the Convention. This body shall be 

open to participation by all Parties and shall be multidisciplinary. It shall comprise government 

representatives competent in the relevant field of expertise. It shall report regularly to the 

Conference of the Parties on all aspects of its work. 

2. Under the guidance of the Conference of the Parties, and drawing upon existing competent 

international bodies, this body shall: 

(a) Provide assessments of the state of scientific knowledge relating to climate change and its 

effects; 

(b) Prepare scientific assessments on the effects of measures taken in the implementation of the 

Convention; 

(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art technologies and know-how and advise on 

the ways and means of promoting development and/or transferring such technologies; 

(d) Provide advice on scientific programmes, international cooperation in research and 

development related to climate change, as well as on ways and means of supporting endogenous 

capacity-building in developing countries; and 

(e) Respond to scientific, technological and methodological questions that the Conference of the 

Parties and its subsidiary bodies may put to the body. 

3. The functions and terms of reference of this body may be further elaborated by the 

Conference of the Parties. 

 

      *** 

 

Article 14 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES 

 



1. In the event of a dispute between any two or more Parties concerning the interpretation or 

application of the Convention, the Parties concerned shall seek a settlement of the dispute 

through negotiation or any other peaceful means of their own choice. 

2. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the Convention, or at any time thereafter, 

a Party which is not a regional economic integration organization may declare in a written 

instrument submitted to the Depositary that, in respect of any dispute concerning the 

interpretation or application of the Convention, it recognizes as compulsory ipso facto and 

without special agreement, in relation to any Party accepting the same obligation: 

(a) Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice; and/or 

(b) Arbitration in accordance with procedures to be adopted by the Conference of the 

Parties as soon as practicable, in an annex on arbitration. 

A Party which is a regional economic integration organization may make a declaration with like 

effect in relation to arbitration in accordance with the procedures referred to in subparagraph (b) 

above. 

3. A declaration made under paragraph 2 above shall remain in force until it expires in 

accordance with its terms or until three months after written notice of its revocation has been 

deposited with the Depositary. 

4. A new declaration, a notice of revocation or the expiry of a declaration shall not in any way 

affect proceedings pending before the International Court of Justice or the arbitral tribunal unless 

the parties to the dispute otherwise agree. 

5. Subject to the operation of paragraph 2 above, if after twelve months following notification by 

one Party to another that a dispute exists between them, the Parties concerned have not been able 

to settle their dispute through the means mentioned in paragraph 1 above, the dispute shall be 

submitted, at the request of any of the parties to the dispute, to conciliation. 

6. A conciliation commission shall be created upon the request of one of the parties to the 

dispute. The commission shall be composed of an equal number of members appointed by each 

party concerned and a chairman chosen jointly by the members appointed by each party. The 

commission shall render a recommendatory award, which the parties shall consider in good faith. 

7. Additional procedures relating to conciliation shall be adopted by the Conference of the 

Parties, as soon as practicable, in an annex on conciliation. 

8. The provisions of this Article shall apply to any related legal instrument which the Conference 

of the Parties may adopt, unless the instrument provides otherwise. 

 

 

 

 

 


